THE  REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
with the advantages thus forcibly brought home to them, 'they
thanked his lordship, as for a singular good done them'. In the
old days the nuisance might have continued indefinitely; in the
new, resolution could be harnessed to reform, and many stages
accomplished on the road towards acceptable standards of
living.
Under the influence of modern problems the conditions so
far discussed have been almost ignored, and interest in the re-
building focused on the width of the streets.   Criticism has
been lavished on the blindness of those who refused to create
one-hundred-foot thoroughfares and sanctioned lanes barely
fourteen feet wide. Whether such reproaches are justified from
a generation which has accepted the planning of modern
suburbs and notoriously failed to deal intelligently with either
aerodromes or bridges is perhaps beside the point.  What is
clear is that each age must be judged tolerantly in the light of
the possibilities facing it.   Thus when considering the street
programme of 1667 it must always be remembered that the
age of the rebuilding had refused to accept the idea of a further
increase in the size of London, and was as prejudiced in favour
of traffic by water as 1939 is in favour of that by road.  The
coach and the dray, though they had come for good, were still
resented as intruders. Ticket-porters and boatmen joined with
the inhabitants of the narrow lanes in condemning them as un-
suited to the conditions of the city.  So they were, but those
who sat in judgment did not realize that London had just begun
the still unfinished process of adapting her streets to the needs
of a traffic commensurate with her growth.  For hundreds of
years the houses had been gradually creeping inwards on to
those streets.   Encroachments, authorized or unauthorized,
had  progressively  narrowed  thoroughfares  once  generous
enough. Before the advent of coaches and suburbs there was
no great reason to stop a process which in the seventeenth
century developed into a problem of rapidly increasing urgency.
The common suggestion that the rebuilders blinked the matter
is untrue. They were not able to see it in the form assumed
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